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36 CFR Ch. II (7–1–17 Edition) § 261.14 

operate a motor vehicle on National 
Forest System lands in that adminis-
trative unit or Ranger District other 
than in accordance with those designa-
tions, provided that the following vehi-
cles and uses are exempted from this 
prohibition: 

(a) Aircraft; 
(b) Watercraft; 
(c) Over-snow vehicles; 
(d) Limited administrative use by the 

Forest Service; 
(e) Use of any fire, military, emer-

gency, or law enforcement vehicle for 
emergency purposes; 

(f) Authorized use of any combat or 
combat support vehicle for national de-
fense purposes; 

(g) Law enforcement response to vio-
lations of law, including pursuit; 

(h) Motor vehicle use that is specifi-
cally authorized under a written au-
thorization issued under Federal law or 
regulations; and 

(i) Use of a road or trail that is au-
thorized by a legally documented right- 
of-way held by a State, county, or 
other local public road authority. 

[70 FR 68291, Nov. 9, 2005] 

§ 261.14 Over-snow vehicle use. 
After National Forest System roads, 

National Forest System trails, and 
areas on National Forest System lands 
have been designated for over-snow ve-
hicle use pursuant to 36 CFR 212.81 on 
an administrative unit or a Ranger 
District of the National Forest System, 
and these designations have been iden-
tified on an over-snow vehicle use map, 
it is prohibited to possess or operate an 
over-snow vehicle on National Forest 
System lands in that administrative 
unit or Ranger District other than in 
accordance with those designations, 
provided that the following vehicles 
and uses are exempted from this prohi-
bition: 

(a) Limited administrative use by the 
Forest Service; 

(b) Use of any fire, military, emer-
gency, or law enforcement vehicle for 
emergency purposes; 

(c) Authorized use of any combat or 
combat support vehicle for national de-
fense purposes; 

(d) Law enforcement response to vio-
lations of law, including pursuit; 

(e) Over-snow vehicle use that is spe-
cifically authorized under a written au-
thorization issued under Federal law or 
regulations; and 

(f) Use of a road or trail that is au-
thorized by a legally documented right- 
of-way held by a State, county, or 
other local public road authority. 

[80 FR 4512, Jan. 28, 2015] 

§ 261.15 Use of vehicles off roads. 
It is prohibited to operate any vehi-

cle off National Forest System, State 
or County roads: 

(a) Without a valid license as re-
quired by State law. 

(b) Without an operable braking sys-
tem. 

(c) From one-half hour after sunset 
to one-half hour before sunrise unless 
equipped with working head and tail 
lights. 

(d) In violation of any applicable 
noise emission standard established by 
any Federal or State agency. 

(e) While under the influence of alco-
hol or other drug; 

(f) Creating excessive or unusual 
smoke; 

(g) Carelessly, recklessly, or without 
regard for the safety of any person, or 
in a manner that endangers, or is like-
ly to endanger, any person or property. 

(h) In a manner which damages or 
unreasonably disturbs the land, wild-
life, or vegetative resources. 

(i) In violation of State law estab-
lished for vehicles used off roads. 

[42 FR 2957, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 42 
FR 35959, July 13, 1977; 66 FR 3218, Jan. 12, 
2001. Redesignated at 70 FR 68291, Nov. 9, 
2005] 

§ 261.16 Developed recreation sites. 
The following are prohibited: 
(a) Occupying any portion of the site 

for other than recreation purposes. 
(b) Building, attending, maintaining, 

or using a fire outside of a fire ring 
provided by the Forest Service for such 
purpose or outside of a stove, grill or 
fireplace. 

(c) Cleaning or washing any personal 
property, fish, animal, or food, or bath-
ing or washing at a hydrant or water 
faucet not provided for that purpose. 

(d) Discharging or igniting a fire-
cracker, rocket or other firework, or 
explosive. 
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